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Perspective 
 

“Jesus tells us when we leave a place 
in which we have had no success 

to shake off the dust and move on . . . with JOY! 
It is God’s action, not ours, that counts.” 

 
(The Rev. Will Browne, Associate Director, Ecumenical Partnership, PCUSA) 

 

 
 

The Season of LentThe Season of LentThe Season of LentThe Season of Lent    
Begins with Ash WednesdayBegins with Ash WednesdayBegins with Ash WednesdayBegins with Ash Wednesday    

(February 21, 2007) (February 21, 2007) (February 21, 2007) (February 21, 2007)     
and endand endand endand endssss Saturday, April 7, 2007 Saturday, April 7, 2007 Saturday, April 7, 2007 Saturday, April 7, 2007    
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(The Pastor’s Page will return with the March Issue of the Perspective.  The following is a letter 

from the Stated Clerk, PCUSA for your information). 
 

 (We Are Better Together in Christ’s Unity) 
 

January 29, 2007 
 
Dear Presbyterian Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
We are writing to you in advance of news you may read in the coming days.  We have heard that a few Presbyterian 
congregations may soon announce their intention to leave the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 
We are deeply saddened by this news for several reasons.  First, any church’s departure is difficult and painful for the 
congregations involved and the wider church.  Fractures within the body of Christ diminish our witness of God’s grace and 
mercy to the world — unfortunate in these already divisive times.  And, the PC (USA) will miss the gifts and perspectives of 
these brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Among the reasons of those wishing to leave are the perceptions of particular actions of the 217th General Assembly last 
summer.  These perceptions include concerns that our ordination standards have changed and that the PC(USA) no longer 
believes in the Trinity.  Neither of these are true. 
 
It is our deep conviction that we are better together than we are apart. 
 

� We are better followers of Jesus when we stick together, mutually  
       encouraging one another in the work of discipleship. 

 
� We are better together and more effective in confronting the enormous 
       problems in the world-dire situations like Darfur, HIV/AIDS in Africa, 
       and ongoing human tragedies in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
� We are better together because the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as one  

       expression of the whole body of Christ needs all of its parts in order to function  
       well. (1 Cor. 12). 
 

� We are better together because our resources of time, talents, and treasure have  
           a larger and farther reach. 
 
� We are better together because our discernment and deliberations on tough topics need 
       Our many perspectives to reach the most faithful decisions. 
 

 Our confidence in the strength of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its people is unwavering.  More than 11,000 
PC(USA) congregations are, day in and day out, engaged in remarkable ministries that include proclaiming the good 

      news of Jesus Christ, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, breaking the bread and sharing the cup, challenging 
      injustice, and exhibiting the kingdom of God to the world.  As the apostle Paul wrote, “I am confident….that the one who - 
      began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 
 
      In over three hundred years of American Presbyterian history, we have never agreed 100 percent on any issue of the day. 
      but,in the end, we are better together in Christ’s unity. 
 
      May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of 

you. 
Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

Linda Bryant Valentine, Executive Director, General Assembly Council (GAC)
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NEWS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

St. Andrew Prayers 
By Maggie McAdams 

 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING:  Lezle Resor 
offers prayers of thanksgiving for the support and kindness 
she and her family received since the passing of her 
mother.  Your continued prayers would be appreciated.  
Please join Joy in giving thanks for her son’s engagement. 
She gives thanks that she and her sister, Jill, are able to be 
here to support their sister who has cancer.  Clarence 
Hover, celebrated his 88th birthday gives thanks.  The 
Buford Family wishes us to join them in giving thanks for 
the gift of both their daughters; Madeline and their new 
baby Sara.  Please give thanks for the Haugen Family.  
Bonney and Tim celebrated their first anniversary last 
month.  The successful surgery of Sharon Anderson is a 
blessing and she is recovering well.  She wishes to express 
her gratitude for the cards and prayers that supported her.  
Dan Clawson is pleased that son, Keith, is staying with 
him and Laura awaiting the arrival of Keith’s wife and 
daughter still in Russia.  Patti Warden gives thanks for the 
safe return of husband, Jerry, who visited a sick sister, 
Francis in Okalahoma.  Patti is grateful for the prayers. 
Karen Lutz had a safe return from the Netherlands. 
 
 IN THE NEED OF PRAYER: 
 

“Hi everyone.   
Could I ask for your prayers. 

My mum died yesterday. 
She died in her sleep.  Please can you pray 

for my dad, Michael.  
He found her and he is all by himself.” 

 
--Maggie (Jan. 11, 2007) 

 
 Maggie has returned home from Scotland, and we 
have welcomed her back into her community.  Please 
continue to pray for Maggie and her father, Michael, as he 
adjusts to life without his beloved wife. Please pray for 
God’s presence in their lives to strengthen and comfort 
them. 
 Please pray for neighbors of Polly Niblock, the  
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 Continued prayers are asked for those suffering 
with serious illnesses — Trulene Glenn’s niece Mindy; 
Tom McGuinnes; Teresa Platin’s boss, Dave; Karen Lutz’s 
friend, Lotta; Lisa Phillips’ Dad, Don Swart; Bev Miller’s 
daughter, Tanya Johnson; and Martha Webster. 
 Let us pray for Jerry & Patti Warden, mourning 
the death of Jerry’s sister, Frances; Zoe, granddaughter of 
Dan & Laura Clawson hospitalized in Russia; Jim Holt, 
the ailing 10-year old son of Patti Holt.  She also requests 
prayers for her daughter, Katherine suffering with ongoing 
migraines and other health conditions.  Trulene Glenn 
requests prayers of healing for her boss, Diane; and Luisa 
Simmonds suffering with back pains.  Continue to pray for 
Sheila Greene as she cares for her daughter, Terri Funk 
and may Sheila be encouraged and strengthened to 
minister to the needs of her family; the continued 
improvement for the grandson (recovering from surgery) 
of Carolyn Cox, and prayerful support of Katy, the 
granddaughter of a good friend of Pat Sharpe. 
 Remember in prayer:  Mollie and Walter Simon 
as Walter rehabilitates after recent surgery; Laura 
Clawson’s father, Dale, whose health is failing; Gerry 
Balkin as he undergoes tests for a spot on his lung; and 
Delores Jaslowski as she recovers from a stroke. 
 

 
 

Seven Ways to Pray in 2007 
(From World Vision) 

 
1. When you take a shower, pray for clean water. 
2. When you go to work, pray for child laborers. 
3. When you eat lunch, pray for the hungry 
4. When you read the paper, pray for education. 
5. When you arrive home, pray for displaced 

children. 
6. When you take a vitamin, pray for medical 

access. 
7. When you tuck in your child at night, pray for 

orphans. 
 
LORD IN YOUR MERCEY, HEAR OUR PRAYERS. 
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IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 
 

Lent begins Wednesday, February 21. 
Let us begin today to prepare ourselves 

For spiritual growth during this special time 
of the church year. 

Welcome all to worship on the Lord’s Day. 
 

February 04 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Souper Bowl of Caring 
 
February 11 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
February 18 Transfiguration of the Lord 
 
February 25 1st Sunday of Lent 
  Self-Development of People 
 
“Enlighten us with your truth, heavenly Father, 
and be our guide forever.” 
 

The Jesus Prayer 
  If you have a friend or family member 
struggling with a setback, a problem or wounds of the 
spirit or body, try making the person aware of the Jesus 
prayer, which has helped troubled people. 

“Lord, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on me. 

Make haste to help me. 
Rescue me and save me. 
Do your will in my life.” 

 
 One might end the prayer with the words: 

“I place my entire being 
into your healing care. 

Amen. 
Special Dates 

• African American History Month 
• Boy Scout Sunday, February 11, 2007 
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2007 
• Transfiguration of the Lord, February 18, 2007 
• President’s Day, February 19, 2007 
• Ash Wednesday, February 21, 2007 
• Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week, 
•  February 18-24, 2007 
• First Sunday of Lent, February 25, 2007 

Thoughts upon Jim Holt  
Reaching 10 Years of Age 

By Steve Holt, Christmas Eve Service 
 
 Many of you may know Jim as the “Special Needs 
Kid in the stroller” who comes to church a couple of times 
a month and occasionally adds to the service with his 
noises and sounds.  As a note, you may have discovered 
that he never interrupts the Choir as he loves the music, 
and he is absolutely entranced by the playing of the bells.  
And, when people speak, he likes to participate prompting 
him to assist Scott with his sermons. 

 
 What is special about Jim, other than his 
appreciation for music is the simple fact that he is even 
here to enjoy the music at all.  You see, Jim has a unique 
genetic disorder that only he has.  So, his life is revealed 
to all of us one day at a time.   
 
 James Henry Holt was born at 3:25AM on 
Christmas morning of 1996…you may remember that year 
as the one when the huge snowstorms and rainfall shut 
down Seattle just after Christmas through New Year and 
collapsed carports and flooded the city with slush.  Jim 
arrived a week or so earlier than expected, and surprised 
his mom and I when he arrived at 4 lb 11oz with lots of 
issues.  Over the years he has had many extended stays at 
Children’s Hospital for necessary surgeries and recoveries 
from illnesses other children fight off easily on their own. 

 
 The early prognosis for Jim was for him not to 
survive to his first birthday.  All of the similar syndromes 
seemed to result in the same ominous results, so that is 
what we were prepared for.  And, since his was one of a 
kind and quite “Profound” at that, expectations were kept 
quite conservative to prepare us for the worst. 
 
 Well, we underestimated how tough of a little 
fighter Jim was and contrary to the predictions, he made it 
to his first birthday and attended a Christmas Eve Service 
to celebrate that unbelievable milestone for him and for 
us. 

 



  
Perspective February, 2007 
 
 Since that year there have been many more such 
milestones for Jim.  And, there have been significant 
changes in us, his family.  Personally, I have changed a lot 
of my perspectives and understandings about life.  It is 
amazing what you can learn after you turn 40….and 50.   
 
 My foremost discovery from Jim other than the 
strength of spirit that exists in all human beings is the 
absolute acceptance of the power of God and how I have 
no control over the things that happen in life.  I used to 
think that I had control……but after analyzing what 
control I really had, I realized that I was completely 
misled in my understanding of the concept of Control.    
 

Understanding where Control really rests has 
changed my life because I not only understand Control as 
it relates to Jim, but in all other aspects of my life as well.  
Life is easier today because of the change Jim has brought 
about in me. 
 
 Tonight Jim will celebrate completion of his tenth 
year of life…..9 more than projected…..with hopes for 
many more to come.   
 
 I always wondered why Jim came into this world 
on Christmas and at first found it difficult to celebrate the 
day.  But now I take it as a sign to me of the significance 
of his birth and what lessons he continues to teach me 
each day.  So, Happy Birthday Jim! 
 
 
 

Worldview 
 

If we view the whole world through a lens that is bright, 
then the world appears rosy and cheery; 

 
Or if viewing the world through a lens that is dark, 

The whole world will seem weary and dreary. 
 

But the world hasn’t changed, for it’s only the lens 
That’s distorting whatever we see. 

 
So abandon the lens and seek truth, pure and free, 

For God lives in both truth and reality. 
 

--Peggy Ferrell, Poems and Prayers 
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January Session Highlights  
by Jo Ann Peck, Clerk of Session 
 

1. The Session approved the Annual Statistical 
Report.  This is a report that provides data to 
Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly about 
St. Andrew.  It provides information about our 
finances, population, and Christian Education 
class attendance. 

2. The Nominating Committee is meeting.  They will 
be assembling a slate of nominees for present this 
spring at the Annual Congregational Meeting. 

3. We revised our contract with the Samoan 
congregation that is meeting at St. Andrew on 
Sunday afternoons from 2-4:30.  They now have 
permission to use 3 classrooms as well as the 
sanctuary.  The Adult Library remains open for 
use by our St. Andrew congregation. 

4. The Ministry Team thanks the Deacons for 
contacting their parishes during the power outage 
to be sure people were OK. 

5. The Ministry Team thanks those who remained 
after worship on January 7th to help take down the 
Christmas decorations. 

6. The Mission Team is coordinating a monthly 
Minute for Mission to talk about the missions that 
the St. Andrew budget supports. 

7. Planning is underway to host the ARISE program 
at St. Andrew in May.  We will also provide 
meals to the men during the first two weeks in 
May. 

8. The Mission Team is looking for someone to 
coordinate the Stewardship Campaign. 

9. The Deacons are sponsoring a Game Night on 
Friday, January 26th from 6-9.  It will be a pot luck 

10. An Inquirer’s Class is beginning on January 16th. 
11. There will be a round table discussion on 

February 4th to discuss the place of children in 
worship.  This forum is open to all and everyone 
is encouraged to attend and share their thoughts. 

12. A review of the membership rolls is being 
conducted over the next several weeks. 

 
 

St. Andy's Gals. Feb. Meeting 
  
 Join St. Andy's Gals on Feb.19th 2007 for a pot 
luck at 6:30 PM and fun and fellowship. At our February 
meeting we will have our annual Valentine Exchange. 
Also bring diapers, food or something to contribute to the 
OEC Baby program.  
 
 Patty Holt will be speaking to us about her 
experiences working in South Africa. We hope to see 
everyone there. Questions call Trulene Glenn, 253 735-
4735, or Karen Mullen, 425 255-2580 
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 “Everybody can be great because anybody can 
serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You 
don’t have to make your subject and verbs agree to serve. 
You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by 
love.” 

 – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
 
A LOOK BACK……..WITH THE DEACONS 

By Marie West-Johnson 
 

 It’s time to put your mind on rewind. Remember 
the St. Andrew Halloween party? That was back before (or 
during) the “not so great” flood, before the power outages, 
and snow/ice blasts that we ended up making it through! 
What’s next on Mother Nature’s agenda to test us with? 
Only she knows, of course.  
 
 The party was as much fun as the planners had 
envisioned it to be, from the food, to the great costumes, 
to the pumpkin carving, to the games and prizes for the 
kids. Who ever knew that carving pumpkins with a dozen 
other kids could be so much fun? Or for that matter, just 
merely watching them so intricately craft their 
“masterpieces”.  
 
 Thanks to all who attended, and to those who set 
up and stayed to help clean up! And who knows, as 
successful as it was, there is hope that we can possibly do 
it again this year! 
 
 Hard to believe that Christmas has come and 
gone already, and before you know it, it’ll be here again. 
The poinsettias that beautifully decorated the sanctuary 
during Advent sure were a glorious sight, as always. And 
many people made donations in memory or in honor of 
loved ones. The designated Poinsettia donations helped 
with Kelly Rossnagel and Derek Schott’s school 
fundraisers.  
 
 Thanks to all who thoughtfully made donations! 
 
 The Game Night/Potluck that was held on January 
26th went well too. The turnout was rather small with 
about seventeen people showing up, but with great food 
and fellowship. Some came to visit, while others joined in 
with various new games that they learned, like Upwords 
and Zilch. And it was quite competitive at the Connect 
Four table. Thanks to everyone who came and joined in, 
and to those people who helped set up for it, and helped 
clean up after it was over!    
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SWMHM Annual Auction 
“Fifteen Years of Caring” 

 
Sponsored by:  South-West Mental Health Ministry 

February 3, 2007 
5:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. 

Renton Technical College 
3000 NE 4th St. 

Renton, WA  98056 

 
 

Bible Quiz 
 

 In Mark 9 Jesus took three disciples to a high 
mountain.  While there, the men witnessed amazing 
things.  Jesus clothes became dazzling while, and then 
Elijah and Moses appeared to them.  The disciples then 
heard a voice from a cloud and said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; listen to him!” (Mark 9:7, NRSV).  Suddenly, 
Elijah and Moses vanished and the disciples were alone 
With Jesus.  Who were the three disciples who witnessed 
the Transfiguration? 
 

A. Peter, Andrew and John 
B. Peter, James and John 
C. Peter, James and Andrew 
D. James, Matthew and John 

 

 
(Answer:  See Page 9) 
 

 
 Actually appearing in Church Bulletins: 
 
“Don’t let worry kill you off — let the Church help”. 
 
“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a chance to 
get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house.  Bring your husbands”. 
 

--Midge Lopez 
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National Mentoring Month 

 

 
 

 As I write this article, it’s still January -- National Mentoring Month.  In the Renton community, we’re very 
fortunate to have a Mentoring Program that is nationally recognized.  The program is sponsored by Communities 
In Schools of Renton, and provides an opportunity for over 120 children to have a caring adult in their lives for 
one hour each week.  We’re also fortunate to have a number of St. Andrew members who are serving, or have 
served, as mentors.   
 
 Studies have shown mentoring to be one of the most successful ways to make a significant difference in 
the life of a child.  If you reflect on it, odds are you can identify individuals in your life who served as your 
mentor, and helped you develop in a positive way — even if they didn’t know it at the time. 
 
 The Mentor Program matches trained adult volunteers with elementary and middle school children who 
benefit from additional adult interaction.  The mentor serves as a mature and experienced role model and friend.  
In just one hour a week during the school day, a mentor provides additional support, friendship and 
encouragement that at-risk children need to achieve their potential.  They convey the message “You are important 
and I care what happens to you”.  
 
 While each mentor-child relationship is unique, each is built on nurturing an intergenerational 
relationship to improve the child’s well-being and self esteem.  Together the mentor and mentee decide how they 
will spend their time, set goals, and help each other achieve them.  This time can involve anything from playing 
games, working on a school project, reading together, or having a good workout on the basketball court.  Mentor 
relationships are fun and result in better grades, classroom behavior and attendance.  This is supported by the 
following statistics from the annual program evaluation: 

• 87% of mentored children reported an increased sense of belonging at school 
• 71% of mentored children said they had improved in their school work 
• 78% of parents of mentored children said that their children feel better about themselves, and 61% 

reported that their children are trying harder in school 
• 67% of teachers reported an improvement in attitude in their mentored students 
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 All mentors receive orientation, training and on-going support to help them be effective in their role.   
 
 If you have any questions about Mentoring, please feel free to contact any of us who are currently 
involved with the program (Jerry Balken, Dan & Laura Clawson, Lezle Resor, Lorelie Shaw).  The Mission 
Department is coordinating a Mentor Program presentation at the church in the near future.  Watch for details, 
and please consider this opportunity to make a significant difference in the life of a child.  

Roger Paulsen 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
7:30 p.m. 
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Feb. 03  Maggie McAdams 
  Lorilie Shaw 
Feb. 05  Sean Pearce 
Feb. 06  Susan Patterson 
Feb. 07  Andy Peck 
Feb. 08  FN Stephanie Flores 
  Ethel Keirn 
Feb. 11  Harold Mitchell 
  Indru Primlani 
Feb. 12  Scott Anderson 
  Angela Summers 
Feb. 13  Bethany Eastman 
  George Jones 
Feb. 16  Alauna Wright 
Feb. 17  Jason Alderman 
  Teresa Platin 
Feb. 22  Alyson McLean 
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAY    
TO YOU!TO YOU!TO YOU!TO YOU!    
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Tim & Ginny Ramsey 
February 27 
(24 Years. 

 
CongratulCongratulCongratulCongratulations!ations!ations!ations!    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
 
 

Bible Quiz Answer from Page 6:  B 



  
Perspective February, 2007 
 

 
 

 Page 10 
    
 

 
 



  
Page 11 
 
HERE I AM, LORD 
 

Here I am, Lord, is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if You need me, I will hold Your people 
In my heart. 

 
By Alma-jean Marion 

 
 Greetings Members and Friends of SAPC.  Has it 
been a month to remember?  Some won’t miss it — January 
will go down in history as one unforgettable period in 
history.  Now here comes February and the Season of 
Lent.  Most of us are focused on the promise of an early 
Spring as already declared on “ground hog” day.  We are 
Ready for the warmer, dryer weather. 
 
 As I write this column and look forward to 
February, a month set aside to celebrate the rich heritage 
of African Americans, I am pleased that the press has 
identified two African American Christian brothers as 
role models for not only my grandchildren but for all 
children striving to live clean and respectful lifestyles. 
The message that “hard work, sacrifice, and discipline” 
still works towards achieving success in all that we do”  
has been delivered and received by those listening. 
Their lives represent more than the sport of football, 
ethnic Identity and long careers; these are two men who 
live a Christian lifestyle and have successful careers by 
the Grace of God. 
 
 It is very important, I think, that young adults 
learn as early in life as possible that life is a challenge and 
who really is in charge of their lives. GOD IS IN 
CHARGE! 
 
 
 
 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
 3604 NE 10th Court 
 Renton, WA  98056 
            (425) 226-5547 
 
Pastor: Rev. Scott R. Anderson 
Parish Associate:  Rev. Rob McClure 
 
or Rentonsapc@aol.com 
 Web:  www.standrewpc.org 
Email:  standrewpc@aol.com 
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 As editor of the Perspective the most frequently 
asked question of me is what is the deadline for getting 
something into the next edition, and I am aggressively 
trying to come up with some way of communicating that 
so that it is well known.  So, send me some suggestions. 
 
 Due to my hectic and busy schedule I often find 
myself doing more than I should be doing, and you can 
believe that it does sometimes get hectic for me.  I know 
that there is a wealthy resource of available talent within 
our congregation.  I am reluctant to farm out too much of 
the work in view of my schedule as the coordination of all 
that could be horrendous. 
 
 I am enclosing a form that may be duplicated for 
the quantity that you need.  The title of the form is, “Help 
Us Report the News” (HURN).  Please use it to pull 
together your thoughts and return it to me.  Feel free to 
continue emailing me your items.  This form is primarily 
for those of you who do not use email. 
 
 Additionally, I ask your support in helping me 
determine where the talent is that is available for the 
Perspective.  It’s called a “Time & Talent Survey”. 
 
 One thing that an effective newsletter editor never 
does, I am told, is to ignore copy deadlines for any reason. 
Being consistent will keep me on tract and the newsletter 
will be ready on schedule.  Quite often, if I miss working 
on copy on the weekend, there is no time during the 
week. 
 
 Thank you for your help; please keep the 
information flowing. 
 
 
 
 
 
PERSPECTIVE DEADLINE:  2nd Week of month 
Distributed 1st day of the month:  Jan.-June & 
 Sept.-Dec.   
 Email copy to:  almajean99@netzero.net 
Office Hours: Tues.-Thurs., 10:30 am-1:30 pm 
 Kim Ellenberg, Church Secretary 
 Sunday Worship:  10:30 am 
 Sunday School (all ages):  9:30 a.m. 
 Perspective Newsletter Team 
 Editor:  Alma-jean Marion 
 Reporters:  JoAnn Peck, Lois Summers, 
      Maggie McAdams, SAPC Prayers, 
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St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church 
through God’s grace, 
is a loving, accepting, 
inclusive congregation 
serving others 
and fostering spiritual 
and personal growth 
for all ages. 
We rejoice in God’s  
presence and in the  
abundant gifts we are  
given.  We strive to be 
ambitious disciples 
of Christ 
and to provide 
a safe supportive haven 
to all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


