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What are we waiting for? 

Advent means arrival. But this is strange because we associate the season of Advent with journey. The arrival 
the Christian season of Advent speaks of is that of the Christ child, the Messiah–God with us in the time being. In 
our lectionary texts, we do not encounter the baby until Christmas, but we are reminded that even in waiting 
there is God. We are guided by peace, hope, joy and love, encouraged to be watchful and ready–because the 
path is treacherous, the way of discipleship is not easy, and filled with pitfalls and dangers.  
 
So Advent means arrival, but it is spent on the journey as, in truth, is most of our life. Isaiah shows us a high 

mountain with people streaming up it toward a dreamed peace when there is little currently evident. A king will 
come to rule with justice and peace. Along the way we see a green shoot sprouting from a stump–an unexpected 
sight as fall gives way to winter. John comes to prepare the way, and says repentance is the key. The Advent texts 
reveal a vision of what human life was created to be and what a perfect world would be like. We compare that 
with our current experience of human life and what our world has come to be. We see that the world is at war, 
that violence and injustice seem to have the upper hand. But rather than give up, these realities cause us to dream 
for this new world that we sometimes call the “Reign of God” and which, by the way was the last word of the 
lectionary before it begins again with Advent. 
 
But it doesn’t come naturally. You have to have eyes to see these things, ears to hear. Blind eyes must be 

opened ears trained to the surprising ways of God for they are not self-evident in the clang of activity and tinsel 
that surrounds us. Perhaps the hardest thing to wait for is our own completion. It is true that much of the 
aggressive or violent behavior we experience, or exhibit for that matter, originates from within us as as we are 
aware of our incomplete and broken selves and seek to escape the darkness. Along with the culture, we blame 
others. At our worst we take it out on others–act out, project, condemn. These are, of course, ways of diverting 
our attentions. But these coping mechanisms do not serve us well in the long run, and multiplied many times 
over, they lead to the violence that shows itself in prejudice, poverty, war, and a host of injustices that settle on us 
like the darkness and chill of the season. And rather than look from outside it, we must realize we are part of the 
problem before we can be part of the solution.  
 
If we allow it, the movements of Advent give us space we need to discern the better paths, the hand of God, 

the sights and signs along the way that encourage us to become what we were meant to be, living fully, loving 
wastefully and having the courage to be our deepest, most authentic selves, as Jesus did, because there is more to 
this thing than us. There is Immanuel. Are you willing to wait and watch? The texts of Advent can be scary! God 
comes as a thief in the night! But our confidence, our faith, our willingness to take the tougher paths of self-
examination and self-giving are rooted in the confidence that God comes in the weakness of a baby to join with 
us precisely in our weakness and fear, to give life, not to take it away. 
 

For the garden is the only place there is, but you will not find it  
Until you have looked for it everywhere and found nowhere that is not a desert; 
The miracle is the only thing that happens, but to you it will not be apparent, 
Until all events have been studied and nothing happens that you cannot explain; 
And life is the destiny you are bound to refuse until you have consented to die. 

–W. H. Auden, For the Time Being 

Grace and Peace,  

 
 

 



   
 

THIS SEASON… Advent, Christmas, Epiphany 
“Reprinted with permission from Seasons of the Spirit” (SAPC Sunday School Curriculum) 

 

 Holy mountains form the landscape at the beginning of the Season of Advent and at the end of the Season 
after the Epiphany. Between those two pinnacles stretches a remarkably changing lifescape. Wilderness. Stars. 
Wise ones search. Disciples follow. To journey between these mountains involves choices of ways to be taken 
and ways to be set aside. Holy words speak invitation as well as warning. They speak about the promise of 
God’s shalom and about the one that will be revealed as the Messiah. 
 
 With only one exception, our focus passages for these seasons come from Isaiah and Matthew. We read 
Isaiah, not as predictor of events, but as truth-teller of what it means to live with hope in shaky and difficult 
times. The gospel of Matthew anchors us deeply in the traditions of Judaism. It is written to a community that 
is questioning how it might incorporate the traditions and way of life of the synagogue into authentic Christian 
discipleship. 
 
 The images for these seasons, in both color and movement, capture that sense of journey and anticipation. 
A river flows. A woman turns. Pilgrims process, almost unseen. Light disturbs as well as clarifies. Oranges and 
yellows glow, intermingled with blues and greens of earth and sky. And off in the distance, or cradled in the 
foreground, there is always something beckoning us forward. Or inward. Or outward. Horizons wait to be 
reached. Each figure, each scene, carries a unique part of this story. With the music, the images blend minor 
and major keys of lament and celebration to our experience of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. 
 
 Behind it all, moving it all, is the God who comes. There is mystery to this God. These seasons invite us to 
travel a journey of faith and hope, not of certainty and triumphalism. A peaceable realm still suffers the 
burdens of Herods old and new. But during these seasons, we are called to trust that God’s promises will 
prevail. Such trust and hope move us down from the mountain to live God’s way of shalom. It may be in 
different ways than when we started out this journey. For we discover that when we meet the Messiah, 
whether for the first time or after many times, our view and direction changes. So it is for all who follow God’s 
leading. 

 

NEWS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

St. Andrew Prayers  

 The Deacons are asking for help in finding someone to continue “St Andrew Prayers”, recording prayer concerns of 
the members and friends of SAPC.  Maggie McAdams can no longer continue that responsibility in view of the demands of 
new responsibilities within the life of the Church.  Lord, hear our prayers. 

 Have Prayer requests?  Please fill out a Green Prayer Request form and place it in the offering tray or leave it on your 
chair following worship. Feel free to call upon your Deacons any time during the day or night. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving — Let us give thanks to God for calling us to worship and for this Season of Advent. 
Please give thanks for the health of Barbara Glasscock and for the favorable results 
of recent medical tests; SAPC Youth, their openness and love.   
   
 Let us pray for the family and friends of Carl Nelson, a student of Seattle 
University who took his life last week.  Ask for strength and healing; the Elder Family.  
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Their daughter is very sick — pray for healing and strength; Clarence and Marjorie Hover — Clarence had a minor 
stroke — pray for healing, peace of mind and support for the Hovers; Lisa Phillip’s sister, Jennifer.  Pray for wisdom 
for the doctors at the Mayo Clinic as Jennifer goes through tests; Jim Smith’s colleague of Horace; those affected 
by the atrocities of war; travel mercies for those away from home during this season; the Sikh taxi driver recently 
attacked in our community.  Ask God to be with all those victimized by racial hatred.  Pray for a more peaceful 
world. 

CCHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER 
Give us, O God, the vision which can see your love in the world inspite of human failure. 

Give us the faith to trust your goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness. 
Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts. 

And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of universal peace. 
 

-Frank Borman, Apollo 8 Commander- 
 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 
Because many people are coping with loss at Christmastime 
some churches now offer a quiet, low-key celebration.   

called “Blue Christmas.” Such an observance allows grieving, 
lonely or hurting people to worship in an reflective setting. 
It also provides an opportunity for church ministries to groups 

to reach out with love and support. 

 

 



   
 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

\
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 Highlights from the November Session 
Meeting, by Jo Ann Peck, Clerk of Session 
 
1. The Session approved the motion by Andy Peck 
to allow him, as Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee, to select a second elder 
representative to serve on the Nominating 
Committee.  The second elder does not need to 
be currently serving on Session. 

2. The Clerk read a letter from Presbytery notifying 
us that St. Andrew is one of twelve churches in 
Presbytery that has sent elder delegates to every 
Presbytery meeting in 2006 and 2007 AND has 
contributed its Per Capita in a timely manner.  As 
such, St. Andrew will be given the opportunity to 
nominate elder delegates to the next General 
Assembly. 

3. The Session approved the letters requesting 
membership transfers for Marilyn May to 
Fairwood Community United Methodist Church 
and for Kathy O’Banyon to United First 
Presbyterian Church of Bellevue. 

4. The entrance lights have been repaired and the 
steeple is now lit again at night. 

5. We are all reminded to please clean the rooms 
after use so they are ready for the next people 
coming in. 

6. The Personnel Committee is interviewing a 
candidate for the Sunday Morning Nursery 
attendant positions and has hired someone for the 
Wednesday evening nursery time. 

7. The Ministry Department explained the reasons 
for planning to place the sanctuary chairs in a 
circle during Advent, Christmas, and Easter 
seasons.  They will be returned to the row 
arrangement in January until Lent. 

8. “Carols and Cocoa” is scheduled for December 
9th. 

9. The Mission Department is working with 
volunteers to plan the Christmas Joy Offering and 
also our giving project for Advent. 

10. Wednesday night activities are going well and the 
Adult Education time has been planned through 
May. 

 
 

 

“  SHALOM, my friend, SHALOM, my 
friend….   ” 
 
 SHALOM (just like our summertime benediction) 
is an expression of our loving care and concern for each 
person who worships at St. Andrew.  Modeled on that 
lovely song, the Ministry Department developed a plan to 
include each member of the St. Andrew Family in 
preparations for our Sunday worship experience.  When 
individuals assist with the necessary preparations, they 
minister to each worshiper and contribute to the 
welcoming spirit which we want to radiate through St. 
Andrew.  The satisfactions from one’s involvement create 
a sense of ownership in the warmth of fellowship and 
caring that is generated.  That’s SHALOM.   
Did you realize what all is involved in making Sunday 
Worship happen?  Look at the list of opportunities below.  
Where is your interest?  How will you be part of 
SHALOM?  Let us hear from you. 
Special Request:  Ushers & Greeters & On-Call Subs for 
both! 
S — Set and Ready (Open/Close Church, Tidy, Clipboards, 
Sound System) 
H — Hospitality (Greeters, Ushers, Bread Ministry, Nursery 
Guild) 
A — Atmosphere for Worship (Candles, Font, Table, 
Liturgical Colors, Flowers, Seasonal Décor) 
L — Liturgical Leadership (Acolytes, Bell, Assisting 
Ministers, Lectors, Choir, Children’s Time) 
O — Organize Communion (Prepare elements on First 
Sunday, Recruit Servers) 
M — Membership & Fellowship (Fellowship Hour prep and 
Clean-up, cookies, coffee, punch; Replenish supplies) 
Ministry Department’s Worship Task Force - Stan Hastings 
& Lisa Phillips, Elders 

Young People Join the Ushering Team 
We are excited to welcome St. Andrew’s young people to 
participate in worship as ushers.  We appreciate the 
meaningful contribution they are making to our St. 
Andrew Family, but understand that they may not be 
completely confident in the role at first.  So we have a 
plan to help them feel more comfortable as they learn: 

• While they are learning the ropes, each will 
“shadow” an adult mentor.   

• Together, they will function side-by-side as one 
usher to:   

o welcome worshipers 
o distribute bulletins 
o keep an eye out for chairs for latecomers 
o take collection 

• And of course–we will rehearse! 

 
Ministry Department Worship Task Force 

 
 



   
 

Lesser Known Proverbs 
(from Midge Lopez) 

 
 It is hard to understand how a cemetery raised its 
burial cost and blamed it on the cost of living. 
 
The things that come to those who wait are usually the 
things left by those who got there first. 
 
Seen it all, done it all, can’t remember most of it. 
 
Honk if you love peace and quiet. 
 
I just got lost in thought.  It was unfamiliar territory. 
 
It was recently discovered that research causes cancer in 
rats. 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 The Deacon’s Poinsettia Campaign will start 
December 2nd.  We are asking a $15 donation for each 
plant which you may designate to honor or memorialize a 
special person in your life and listed in the Worship Aids 
through December.  Donations go to the Deacon’s Fund 
and are used to help people in need, from individuals and 
families to ARISE.  By supporting the Poinsettia project 
you can serve others in the name of your loved one with 
living Christmas plants to cheer our sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 
 “You can tell a lot about a person by the way he 
or she handles these three things:  a rainy day, lot 
luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.” 
 

--Maya Angelou 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bazaar Thank You’s from St. Andy’s Gals 
 

 Thanks again to each person who contributed to 
the success of our Bazaar — shoppers, cooks, and crafters 
all. 

 
 Handcrafted items from Ten Thousand Villages 
added an international flavor.  Our Bazaar became a 
marketplace for these beautiful items, with sales benefiting 
the people who actually made the items. 

CONGRATULATIONS RAFFLE WINNERS: 
Framed Cross-stitched by Barbara Glasscock — Gary 
Glasscock 
Watercolor by Joyce Walker — Jolene Cramer (Susie & 
Don Patterson’s daughter) 
Madonna by Karen Mullen — Janie Needham (Trulene 
Glenn’s daughter) 
Mt. Rainier by Doc Thuline — Suzanne Woodruff 
Cart/Wheel Barrow — Liam McLean (Lezle and Andy 
Resor’s grandson) 

Doll — Margaret Wilkie.   
 

The proceeds went to the Deacons. 
 Proceeds from the Bazaar will benefit several 
programs for kids and women and projects of the 
Women’s Association at SAPC.  Approximately $2,000.00 
was raised.   
 
 The centerpieces of canned food, mittens, and 
socks were donated to OEC. 
 
 Thanks to all — Karen Mullen & Trulene Glenn 

 
 

BIBLE QUIZ 
Two of the four New Testament Gospels tell in some 
detail about Jesus birth.  The other two do not.  Choose 
which two Gospels give the Christmas account: 
A. Matthew and Mark 
B. Matthew and Luke 
C. Mark and John 
D. Luke and John 
_____________________ 
(ANSWER FOUND ON  
PAGE 9) 
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PLEASE SAVE THIS DATE 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2008 

 

THE 5TH ANNUAL DINNER & AUCTION 

SUPPORTING 

SOUTH-WEST MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY 
SWMHM is a program of the Church Council of 

Greater Seattle in its 16th year of providing hope and 
support for those among us with mental illness. 

DO YOU WANT TO HELP? 
Our SWMHM Board is a small number of very 

dedicated people who cannot possibly pull this off 
without “a little help from their friends.”  If this ministry 
touches your heart and you have a little or a lot of time to 
be involved, we could use your help on February 2 and/or 
in the weeks leading up to this, our major fundraising-an-
fun event.  Here are some ways in which you can help: 

• Make a dessert for the dessert auction, needed on 
February 2; 

• Help set up silent auction items Feb. 2 (you get to 
see it all ahead of time). 

• Be a cashier on Feb. 2 (learn the computer 
program in Jan.). 

• Help make table centerpieces sometime in Jan. 

• Help decorate on Feb. 1 

• Hand out registration packets at the auction Feb. 
2. 

• Donate goods or services to be auctioned. 

• Ask your neighbors and friends to attend the 
dinner/auction with you — put together a table of 
8 for a special rate. 

• Challenge your congregation or organization to 
apply an item or basket of items to be auctioned. 

 
TALK TO:  Sheila Greene (425) 226-6904 to join this 
effort and receive more information 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 
AT OPERATIONAL EMERGENCY CENTER 

 
     On November 21st Thanksgiving Food was delivered 
to 85 shut-ins and many people came to the Agency for 
holiday food items. 
 
     During December the clothing bank at OEC will be 
closed during the week of the 9th when volunteers will 
convert the area into a Holiday Shop.  This entails boxing 
all used items in the area and then unpacking, hanging 
and placing new items on display. 
 
     The Agency has been accumulating and storing new 
gift items all year.  OEC has been pre-registering 
individuals and families and expects to serve between 600 
and 800 families which could number up to 3200 people 
or more.  Only the adults in the family are admitted to the 
holiday shop. 
 
     The Holiday Shop will be operating December 18th 
and 19th.  Pre-registered clients are assigned a day and a 
time when they may shop.  The number of items a client 
may select is limited by the number of people in their 
family.  NOTE, all items are free to the client. 
 
NEEDED:  TOYS-TOY-TOYS and teenage items (in past 
years there has always been a shortage in these areas.)  
New or nearly new please.  Deliver to the Agency at 
11410 Renton Ave., S. (Big blue building) on or before 
December 15th. 



   
 
 
NEEDED:  Volunteers to work any day(s) from December 
10 through December 15 helping set up the Holiday 
Shop.  Children and Youth with an Adult welcome! 
 
NEEDED:  Volunteers to assist clients shopping the 
Holiday Shop on December 18th & 19th (Adults only).  To 
volunteer any of these times call Ann Hubbard at OEC 
(206) 772-9232 or Ahubbard@oecagency.org 
 
 

 
 

One can give without loving, 
But one cannot love without  

Giving. 
 

--Amy Carmichael 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 

Dec. 2 Elinor Donald 
Dec. 4 Zach Jeter 
Dec. 5 Dick Jaslowski 
Dec. 8 Gary Spoon 
Dec. 8 Laurie Westover 
Dec. 9 Robert Mitchell 
Dec. 13 Sara Bufort 
Dec. 15 Mark Brugger 
Dec. 15 Tom Del Pozzi 
Dec. 16 Kathy Crawford 
Dec. 18 Mollie Simon 
Dec. 19 Delsin Thomas 
Dec. 21 Anne Vanderman 
Dec. 26 Elijah Jeter 
Dec. 26 Cathy Schott 
Dec. 29 Louise Baker 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - 
 ENJOY! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 ANSWER TO BIBLE QUIZ ON PAGE 7 
 IS:  B, Matthew & Luke     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
                        Years 

 
Dec. 2  Mike&Laurie Westover  28 
 
Dec. 15 Dave & Mary Schott  16 
 
Dec. 16 Andy & JoAnn Peck  34 
 
Dec. 16 George & Georgia Newbury 46 
 
Dec. 20 Lisa & Keith Phillips  16 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 
 

Looking for Alternative Gift-Giving 
Ideas this Year? 

 
 If you’d like to move beyond the emptiness 
and injustice associated with the rampant 
consumerism of Christmas, you might want to check-
out these websites. 
1. Buy nothing for Christmas: 
http://www.buynothingchristmas.org/ 

2. Save an acre of rainforest: 
http://www.worldlandtrust.org/news/2004/11
/looking-for-alternative-christmas-gift.htm 

3. Create your own Heifer giving registry at: 
http://www.heifer.org/ 

4. Give the gift of membership to Bread for the 
World http://www.bread.org/ or your own 
favorite charity. 



   
 
5. Take a day with your family or friends and go 
work at a Food Pantry. 
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HERE I AM, LORD 

By Alma-jean Marion 

“Here I am, Lord, is it I Lord?  I have 
heard you calling in the night.  I 
will go, Lord, if  you need me, I will 
hold Your people in my heart.” 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church                  
3604 NE 10th Court                                
Renton, WA  98056                                      
(425) 226-5547 

Pastor:  Rev. Scott Anderson                       
Rev. Rob McClure, Parish Assoc. 

Website:  www.standrewpc.org             
Email:  standrewpc@aol.com 

PERSPECTIVE DEADLINE:  2ND 
week of the month.  Distributed 1st 
day of the  month, Jan.-June & 
Sept.-Dec. 

EMAIL COPY TO: 
almajean99@netzero.net 

OFC. HOURS:  11am-1pm, Mon., 
Wed.,Thurs. 

Sunday, Regular Worship, 10:30 
a.m.     Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
all ages                                                             

Kim Ellenberg, Church Secretary.                  
Perspective Newsletter Team:                      
Alma-jean Marion, Editor             
JoAnn Peck, Clerk               
 of Session                Lois 
Summers, OEC News      Maggie 
McAdams                
 Youth Minis Laura 
Clawson    
 Deacons 

GREETINGS SISTERS & BROTHERS 
IN CHRIST! 

 Here we are in the last 
month of the calendar year and 
entering yet another exciting time of 
Advent and Christmas.  Have you 
seen SAPC all decked out in the 

colors and scents of the season!  Praise God for all of you who joined in the 
creative opportunity with Ruth Jaslowski (Coordinator of the Decorating Party) 
that turned the facility into a beautiful place for worship and fellowship of the 
Season.  Blue is the color of Advent, and banners have been hung this year 
throughout the sanctuary.  I can not help but reflect on the never ending (year 
after year) traditional practices in the Celebration of Christmas.  Churches all 
over the country and the world are into the ritual of “hanging of the greens”, 
Christmas pageants, caroling (with hot cocoa at SAPC), beautiful poinsettias 
throughout the sanctuary in memory of loved ones. 

 I really got stirred up with excitement at this year’s St. Andy’s Gal spon-
sored Holiday Bazaar.  Although I didn’t win anything (AGAIN), I enjoyed the 
early shopping experience and the delicious hot soup followed by desserts 
galore!  It was a real treat and the proceeds serve so many good causes.  At the 
time of writing this column all of the plans had not been released, but be assured 
that Santa’s little elves of the Church are busy.  

 The Wednesday Night inter-generational activities included a Family 
Housecleaning effort in preparation for Advent in cooperation with the Opera-
tions Department.  This is a welcomed first; thank you everyone.   

 During these past few weeks, life’s experiences have reminded me that 
this “Spirit of Christmas” with all of its excitement can be difficult days for some.  
Referred to as “Blue Christmas”, there are many who wish to see it pass quickly.  
This Season for them holds memories of pain and loss during this particular time 
of the year, and it just isn’t a joyous season for them.  It’s what I call a time of 
prolonged healing within the heart.  .   

 As we continue into this Season, I wish to share this poem by Peggy 
Ferrell entitled “The Heartfelt Christmas Tree” that I think contributes to the spirit 
of Christmas at SAPC and its content may bring a sense of comfort to those of us 
struggling.  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

There is a special Christmas tree that lives within the heart.  It isn’t pine, and 
can’t be bought at ay store or mart — 

Each branch holds some fond memory of joyful Christmas cheer, reminding us 
of those we love and always will hold dear -The gifts beneath this Christmas 
tree are stacked up very high with kindly deeds of thoughtfulness that one 
could never buy. 

The Heartfelt Christmas tree expands through every passing year with lovely 
gifts and blessings having come from far and near. 

Atop this tree a star shines bright, while angels sing God’s praise; Rejoice!  The 
Christ-child love is shared, and blesses ALL our days. 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church                                                
   

3604 NE 10th Court          

Renton, WA  98056 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUIRED  

          
 DECEMBER, 2007 

  

 

ST. Andrew           

Presbyterian Church         

through God’s grace 

is a loving, accepting           
 inclusive congregation           
 serving others            
 and fostering spiritual           
 and personal growth           
 for all ages             
 We rejoice in God’s           
 presence and in the           
 abundant gifts we are           
 given.  We strive to be           
 ambitious disciples           
 of Christ             
 and to provide            
 a safe supportive haven           
 to all. 
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