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Perspective 

 
The first Thursday of May each year is designated as a day for the people of our country to pray.  Yes, 
there is separation of state and church in America, but religious people in our nation would never vote 

for the separation of America from God.  This country surely will always remain, “one nation under 
God.”  Therefore, we are right to set aside a day for national prayer — a day when we can beseech 
God’s guidance regarding our nation’s policies and actions, and pray for the general welfare of all 

citizens, especially for the helpless and those suffering injustices. 
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50 Days and Counting 

You may have grown up with ideas similar to what I seemed to have picked up, that our faith is only about 
what happens after we die–“fire insurance” as I think about this concept. But any attention to our scriptures, 
particularly our lectionary texts for the Sundays of Easter reveal a much richer notion of salvation. This way of life 
that follows after the resurrected one has everything to do with what happens here and now, with health and 
wholeness, faith and fullness of life in our day-to-day life in the world and with one another. Barriers between us 
are broken down. A way is made for us through the harm we do to one another to truth, forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 

 
We are about half-way through the season of Easter, called the “fifty days.” Easter is not a single Sunday in our 

church calendar, but a week of weeks, seven weeks plus a final great eighth Pentecost day, a jubilee day, a single 
day, the first day, the day of salvation. The texts of these 50 days celebrate the power of God to change the world, 
and to change us. Acts, the second of two volumes attributed to Luke, replace the Old Testament readings during 
these weeks. Luke’s address at the beginning of both Luke and Acts to Theophilus, whose name means “lover of 
God,” suggests that Acts is preaching to the converted, to those who are already followers of Jesus. Luke seeks to 
strengthen those who already know, rather than evangelize those who do not.  

 
 God is the chief actor in all Lukan (Luke and Acts) accounts of conversion. This is a shocking message for us 

in a world where we seem to have the power to control what happens But Luke’s message persists: even the 
smallest details in these stories are attributed to the work of God. By the very mode of Luke’s proclamation, we 
are moved beyond a simple “What does the Bible say?” to a more dynamic “What is God using the Bible to do in 
us?” We listen to stories of converted Ethiopians and Roman Centurions and something happens to us. We read of 
dramatic conversions and we come to view our world as infinitely more open and unfinished than we first 
imagined, because the world is where God is busy making good on divine promises. 

 
The good news is that God is working to transform us and our world. Rather than being trapped in our despair, 

alone in our fears that we will not be able to negotiate our way out of the next financial struggle, that we will not 
survive the next round of layoffs, that we will not be able to find a workable solution to the next conflict with our 
spouse, that the political situation is without hope, Luke’s message is that God goes before us to prepare the way. 
Of course, we should not think this protects us. In Acts, the apostles constantly find themselves in conflict with 
the religious leaders, with the courts. They know the back of a jail cell like they know the back of their hands. But 
God proves faithful in redeeming the world and redeeming us precisely through these efforts and experiences. 

 
And the affirmation is there for us as well. We encounter this salvation, this jubilee, this freedom to be who we 

are without second-guessing, without hiding, without shortchanging either ourselves or those with whom we live. 
This is Easter. This is resurrection–the full expression of ourselves as we have been created, our good 
stewardship of what we have and what we know, the joyful offering of gifts that give lives to others even as we 
discover new life welling up within us. 

Grace and Peace,  
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NEWS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

St. Andrew Prayers by Maggie MacAdams 

Please offer prayers of thanks for… 
 
…All those who helped with the youth nights during Lent. 
 
…the support offered to the Anderson and the Clawson 
families in their time of loss. 
 
…that Trulene Glenn’s niece Mindy’s health has 
improved. 
 
…Terri Funk’s sister’s promotion. 
 

 
 
Please lift up prayers of intercession for… 
 
…Larry Schott who after coming through his recent skin 
cancer surgery is now facing an angiogram. 
 
…Julie Johnson who was recently hospitalized with 
bacterial meningitis and will have sinus surgery soon. 
 
…Terri Funk as she continues to suffer seizures. 
 
…Mary Lena Scott as she deals with health issues. 
 
….the St Andrew nominating committee as they discern 
whom God is calling to leadership in our church 
 
…Dave Schott as he faces some medical procedures 
 
…Sherril Balken and her mom who has been in the 
hospital 
 
…Marie West-Johnson’s brother who is also back in the 
hospital 
 
…Diane Schott’s Uncl;e Dick as he faces his second 
round of chemotherapy. 
 
...Perk Hornstein who recently underwent eye surgery. 

Please thank God for the lives of friends and family who 
died this past month.  Especially we ask that God hold the 
families of the following close… 
 
…Karen and Peter Lutz’s friend Lotta.  Please pray for her 
husband and two small children. 
 
…Jan Rowe’s family and friends following her recent 
death from cancer. 
 
…Spencer Whitman, a 5th grader at Hazelwood 
elementary.  Please pray for his friends at Hazelwood and 
for his family. 
 
…The Ramsey’s friend JJ Giblund.  Please pray for his 
family and friends. 
 
…Kaitlyn Schott’s health teacher who lost her husband. 
 
Please also remember all those in our community who are 
isolated due to ill health  
 
 

Assurance of the Ascension 
 

 After the Resurrection, the risen Lord instructed 
his followers not to leave Jerusalem.  It was there, Jesus 
said, that they would receive “the promise of the Father” 
(Acts 1:4, NRSV).  What was the promise?  It was that they 
would be baptized not with water but with the Holy Spirit. 
 
 Shortly after that utterance, Jesus was “lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight” (v.9). 
 

 
 
 The Ascension reminds us that even though Jesus 
isn’t physically present on earth, as the living Christ, he is 
as near as we allow him to be. Jesus’ Ascension offers us 
the assurance that God is now available to all people all 
the time.  He lives as a guiding loving Spirit in our midst. 
 

__________________________________ 
 

As we remember all those 
whom we have loved and cherished, 

help us to make our own lives 
worthy of being lovingly remembered.
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IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
 

“Help us, loving Creator, to wait upon you 
so we may receive all the benefits 

of your grace”. 
 

 
May 03  National Day of Prayer 
May 04  May Friendship Day 
May 06  5th Sunday of Easter 
  Wills Emphasis; Older Adult Week 
  Serious Mental Illness Awareness 
May 13  6th Sunday of Easter 
  “Mother’s Day” 
  Christian Family Week 
May 17  Ascension of the Lord 
May 19  Armed Forces Day 
May 20  7th Sunday of Easter 
  Presbyterian Heritage 
May 21  Victoria Day (Canada) 
May 27  Day of Pentecost 
May 28  Memorial Day (National Holiday) 

A Mother’s Patience 

 A man observed a woman in the grocery store 
with a 3-year old girl in her basket.  As they passed the 
cookie section, the child asked for cookies and her mother 
told her “No”. 

 The little girl immediately began to whine and 
fuss.  The mother said quietly, “Now Ellen, we just have a 
few more aisles to go; don’t be upset.  It won’t be long.” 

 The man passed the mother again in the candy 
aisle.  Of course, the little girl began to shout for candy.  
When she was told she couldn’t have any she began to 
cry. 

 The mother said, “There, there, Ellen, don’t cry.  
Only two more aisles to go, and then we’ll be checking 
out.” 

 Later, the man happened to be behind the pair at 
the checkout, where the little girl immediately began to 
clamor for gum and burst into a terrible tantrum upon 
discovering there would be no gum purchased today.   

The mother patiently said, “Ellen, we’ll be through this 
checkout stand in five minutes, and then you can go 
home and have a nice nap.” 

 The man decided to compliment the mother.  “I 
couldn’t help noticing how patient you were with little 
Ellen.” 

 “Ellen?” said the mother, “I’m Ellen.  My little 
girl’s name is Tammy!” 

Armed Forces Day 

 Armed Forces Day, the third Saturday of May, is a 
time to remember and appreciate people who have served 
or who are now serving in the military. 

 Today, service members are volunteers who 
willingly leave their families and homes to serve as 
protectors, defenders and servants of our beloved country.  
Their roles often involve great danger, perilous missions 
and harm to their bodies, minds and spirits. 

 Let those in military service know that you 
appreciate their service and sacrifice on behalf of 
America.  Pray for them, speak appreciatively of them and 
let them know of your support. 

 

A Poem for Memorial Day 

Down, down, down into the darkness of the grave. 

Gently they go, the beautiful, the tender, the kind; 

Quietly they go, the intelligent, the witty, the brave. 

I know.  But I do not approve.  And I am not resigned. 

--Edna St. Vincent Millay, “Dirge Without Music” 
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Renton CROPWALK 2007 
 

On the Cedar River Trail  Sunday May 6  Registration 1:00- 1:30 
 
 Join the Renton CROPWALK on May 6! We start at the Liberty Park shelter near the library and 
go east along the Cedar River Trail as far as Ron Regis Park, then return on the same trail. It is 11K if you 
walk the full distance. Most people only walk as far as they are comfortable and that is just fine. Along 
the trail there are three checkpoints with snacks and water. 
 
 This is Renton's 24th walk and we have raised over $349,000 with ¼ of that helping Renton area 
food banks. This year ARISE has been added to the local agencies that will benefit from the WALK. 75% 
of the money goes to Church World Service for world hunger/poverty programs and for disaster relief.   
 
 Most of the people who participate in CROPWALK find that it is fun and we hope you will have 
fun. Most of the walkers walk and talk with friends and sometimes observe eagles.  It is also important to 
remember there is no rule that you have to walk the whole route. The Salvation Army van will pick you 
up at any of the checkpoints and drive you back to the start. 
 
 There are many ways you can be part of CROPWALK. Of course you can sign up as a walker and 
or sponsor a walker. After Easter, Laurie Rossnagel, Craig and Marie Johnson will be happy to sign you 
up. You can bring snacks for the walkers. We need oranges, apples and cookies. Bring the snacks to the 
kitchen before church on May 6. I will deliver them to the check points. 
 
 We need people to help at the St. Andrew checkpoint where we offer the walkers refreshments or 
as a crossing guard. These are great jobs for those of us past 50 because you won't have blisters on your 
feet and you get to meet a lot of nice people, some of whom may be friends you haven't seen for awhile. 
Contact me, Gary Glasscock, if you can help with these tasks. 
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Highlights from the April Session Meeting — 
by Jo Ann Peck, Clerk of Session 

 
1. The Session received reports from Dana Holstine 

and Karen Lutz about the trip in March that they, 
Duane Young, Maggie McAdams, and Scott took 
to visit the West Plano Presbyterian Church in 
Plano, Texas.  Dana wanted to see how they 
welcomed people into membership.  She found 
they centered on hospitality and love through 
time spent together sharing meals, studying the 
Lectio Divina, and discussing spiritual journey 
topics.  Karen met with people who lead the 
children’s Christian formation program and 
learned ways that they include children in 
worship.  She also learned of the ways they 
prepare youth for baptism and confirmation.  
Both reported they would like to see this process 
developed more at St. Andrew. 

2. Rev. Carol Kirkpatrick from Presbytery’s 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry came and 
talked about the responsibilities a Session has for 
Inquirers and Candidates for the Ministry of Word 
and Sacrament.  At this time, Duane Young is an 
Inquirer and Jill Jones is a Candidate.  The Session 
needs to determine if St. Andrew is able to 
support and sponsor them through the process. 

3. The Ministry Department received permission to 
collect a special offering to replace worn and 
damaged pew Bibles and hymnals. 

4. The church passed its Fire Code inspection. 
5. The carpets have been recently cleaned. 
6. We are reminded to please pick up spills and 

crumbs and to leave our rooms clean after use.  
The Samoan congregation comes in on Sunday 
afternoons and it is nice for them to come into a 
clean space. 

7. The Cub Scouts and some of the Boy Scouts 
participated in their annual church clean-up party 
on March 31st. 

8. The Nominating Committee is working toward 
completing their slate of officers to present at the 
May 20th Annual Congregational Meeting. 

9. St. Andrew is not going to renew the subscription 
to Presbyterian Today magazine.  People may 
subscribe individually, if they desire to do so. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON MAY 20TH, 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP. 
 
 

1. Our original 2006-07 budget was reinstated.  This 
was possible because of the generous support of 
the congregation. 

 
 

2. The Session adopted the 2007-08 proposed 
budget. 

3. The Ministry Department is going to purchase, 
through a donation, “Sing the Faith” songbooks to be 
used during worship as a supplement to our current 
hymnal. 

4. The Annual Congregation Meeting is going to be 
held on May 20th, following worship.  Mark your 
calendars! 

5. The Session gave the Ministry Department 
permission, on their behalf, to approve Youth 
activities until the next Session meeting, with the 
request that guidelines be created for Youth 
activities.  

6. New members will be received by Session at a 
Special Session Meeting on April 1st. 

7. Stewardship Campaign planning is underway.  The 
theme is “We Can’t Thank You Enough.”  Parish 
luncheons, to present the budget, are going to occur 
after worship on April 22nd and April 29th.  You will 
be contacted about which date your Parish Luncheon 
will occur. 

8. St. Andrew is hosting the ARISE program in May.  We 
will provide the meals from May 1-15.  Sign-up 
sheets to assist with meals will be posted soon. 

9. Membership Rolls are being reviewed. 
10. One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes will be 

included in the Palm Sunday worship aid.  The 
offering will be collected on Easter Sunday. 

11. The annual review of the staff has been completed. 
12. The Operations Department is considering ways to 

install speakers in the lobby area and the nursery.  
The trees have been trimmed, the compost bin 
emptied and repaired, and wood has been chipped. 

13. Several members have lost their mothers in recent 
months.  Alma-jean is trying to think of a way to 
invite participation for plantings in the Memorial 
Garden in memory of these women. 

14. Plans are underway for the Easter Vigil. 
15. The Deacons are ordering hydrangeas to decorate 

the sanctuary for Easter time.  People are invited to 
donate $15 in honor or memory of loved ones. 

  
ARISE is Coming In May 

 
 The ARISE men’s shelter is coming to St. Andrew 
for the month of May, St. Andrew PC will be serving as 
both the host church for the entire month and the support 
church from the 1st through the 15th. What this means is 
that there will be plenty of opportunity to serve our 
community and these men. How can you help you ask? 
Please sign up in the sanctuary. It will take a concentrated 
effort from most of us to make this the success that we 
know it will be.. 
 
Thank you.. 
The Mission Department
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St. Andrew Presbyt erian Church 
3604 NE 10th Court 
Renton, WA  98056 

425-226-5547    425-226-2431 (Fax)    standrewpc@aol.com 

 
 

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP 

  
 

Saturday, May 12, 2007 
 
 

9:00 a.m.  Light Continental Breakfast  
   Gathering for discussion and information sharing 
 
9:15 a.m.  Work Party Begins 
 
11:00  a.m. Mid-Morning Break – Light Refreshments 
   (Please take breaks/rest as needed) 
 
11:15 a.m.  Work Party Continues 
 
12:00 Noon. LUNCH       
 

12:30 p.m. Work Party Continues    
 
2:30 p.m.  Clean-up/Pack-Up     
 
3:00 p.m.  Work Party Ends 
 
Guidelines: 
 
1. Wear comfortable work clothing including shoes, caps or scarves; 
2. Bring your own garden gloves, tools (rakes, shovels, handtools, etc.) and a sunscreen when 

working outdoors. 
3. There will be a briefing at 9:00 a.m. over the continental breakfast.  Information and guidelines 

will be posted in the Narthex. 
4. Please sign-in so that we have a record of those who did attend. 
 
QUESTIONS/INFORMATION: Elder Alma-jean Marion (206) 721-3088                                       almajean99@netzero.net
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Meeting With the STARS 
 

 
 

POTLUCK AND PROGRAM 
Thursday, May 3, 2007, 11:30 a.m.  
 
Bingo with Sherril Balken and meeting hostesses Margaret 
Wilkie and Lorelie Shaw. 
 
Please bring a salad or dessert; the main course will be 
provided. 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE NOW!  Thursday, June 14, 2007 
 
The Annual Picnic will be held from 12:30-3:00 p.m. at 
Coulon Park in Renton.  The Pavilion is available from 1-5 
p.m. unless someone else signs up for the space. 
 
Hotdogs, hamburgers, beverages, plates and utensils will 
be provided.  Please bring a dish of something to share. 
 
Don’t miss the fellowship and fun!  All seniors and retirees 
are welcome! 
 
Information:  Call Midge Lopez — 425-228-8109. 
 
 
OTHER IMPORTANT DATES AT SAPC: 
 
(See the Church Calendar enclosed) 
 
 
 

Great Silent Grandmother Gathering 
Submitted by Pat Sharpe 

 
 A Great Silent Grandmother Gathering will be 
held on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13, 2007, at 1:00 
p.m.   
 These women will be standing in many far-flung 
geographical locations for the world’s children and 
grandchildren and for the seven generations beyond them.  
They dream of a world where all children have safe 
drinking water, clean air and enough food; where they 
have basic education to develop their minds and 
healthcare to nurture their growing bodies; a world where 
they have a warm, safe and loving place to call home; a 
world where they don’t live in fear of violence,  
 

 
 
in their home, in their neighborhood, in their school, or in 
their world. 
 
 Inspired by a book by Oregonian Sharon Mehdi, 
called the Great Silent Grandmother Gathering, a group in 
Ohio set up a website, www.standingwomen.org, 
available in 15 languages, and a You Tube video, inviting 
others all over the world to join them on Mother’s Day 
and stand for five minutes of silence. 
 
 People are encouraged to bring bells to ring at 
1:00 p.m. prior to the silent time, and again at the end of 
it.  Those who cannot stand are welcome to bring chairs.  
Women, men, children, and grandchildren are invited to 
stand with these grandmothers for five minutes and join 
with a wave of others in places from Alaska to Zambia. 
 
 This is not a political or anti-anything statement, 
but a gathering of hope.  For more information on the 
book and author:  http://www.grandmotherbook.com/ 
 
 

OEC HELPS PREVENT HOMELESSNESS 
 

By Lois Summers 
 

OEC helps prevent homelessness by providing 
clients with a well stocked food bank, an assortment of 
clean clothing, hygiene products, baby items and a variety 
of services for infants, children and adults.  This enables 
those with very minimal incomes to pay rent and utilities 
and remain in their homes.  A recent trend in usage at 
OEC finds more and more families and individuals 
coming to the agency for help. 
 

National figures show the number of poor 
Americans living in severe poverty has risen by 26 
percent–a 32 year high.  Out of 31 developed nations the 
U.S. ranks number three, just below Mexico and Russia in 
having the highest rate of poverty among children and 
families.  America’s anti-poverty programs are grossly 
under funded and many are ineffective.  Recent moves by 
the administration are for more reductions in funding 
these programs. 
 

These sad facts are an indication of what is 
happening on the local level.  During the last six months 
of 2006, OEC served 81,643 people.  Of those, 27,727 
were infants and children and over 9,000 were new 
clients.  The trend continues as OEC is serving more 
clients with no increase in government funding. 
 

While the small, dedicated staff and many 
volunteers at OEC are currently meeting the needs of an 



Perspective April, 2007   Page 9 
 

 increasing clientele, it is very apparent the 
capabilities of the agency are being severely taxed. 
 

So a heartfelt thanks to all in St. Andrew who 
volunteer, donate and support OEC and a special thanks 
to St. Andy’s Gals for a donation of $500 for the OEC 
baby program.  OEC is helping prevent homelessness.  
You are a part of it!! 

 

 
 
NEEDS AT OEC:  Diapers, all baby items, plastic bags 
from newspapers (used for repacking diapers), clothing, 
small kitchen and household items.  Personal care and 
hygiene items–hotel give aways are great!  Bedding and 
towels. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  OEC donation receipts are numbered 
and must be accounted for in the OEC office for audit 
purposes.  At least six donation receipts that were at SAPC 
are missing.  Now, if you want a receipt, please contact 
Lois Summers or call the OEC office at (206) 772-9232. 
 

CHANGES AT FASC 
 
 The Family and Adult Service Center, formerly 
known as First Avenue Service Center is now operating in 
partnership with the Compass Center–formerly known as 
Lutheran Compass Center.  This means administrative 
changes for FASC but with services remaining the same 
for homeless adults and families. 
 
 FASC has private sleeping quarters with shared 
bathroom, kitchen and laundry facilities for homeless 
families.  The single-adult division–in a separate side by 
side building–provides drop-in services with shower, 
laundry, mail and food.  The agency offers counseling 
services for both families and adults. 
 
 OEC provides packaged and canned food 
products plus some paper and plastic foam items–
depending on the availability and need–which are  

delivered to FASC on a weekly basis.  Lois and Norm 
Summers use their truck for this service. 
 
NEEDS AT FASC:  Plastic spoons and forks (you can 
wash them in your dishwasher), toothbrushes, combs and 
razors, cottage cheese containers and sleeping bags.  Put 
in the OEC donation box. 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  There are four items all 
food banks in the area rarely have to give to clients.  They 
are Sugar, Flour and Cornmeal in 5# or10# packs, and 
Cooking Oil. 
 

Coming Sooner Than You Think! 
 Spring has sprung and Summer is about to spring 
upon us!  How time flies.  It seems like yesterday that we 
celebrated our kick off of the Sunday School year, and 
now it’s time to anticipate the transition to summertime. 
Since school district schedules will start summer vacation 
at different times, St. Andrew’s calendar is independent of 
school calendars.  Plan ahead for these events: 
 
June 03    Last day of Sunday School 
June 10    Task Force serves breakfast to the teachers 
  9:30 a.m., Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
June 17    9:30 Summer Worship Schedule begins 
  With All-Church BBQ following. 
Late July   VBS 
Sept. 09    Kick Off for Sunday School,  
  9:30 a.m., Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 16    First day of Sunday School Class 
 

_Your Gift to Our Children 
 What a wonderful gift you can give our children 
this coming year.  Your time, your love, your faith, your 
creativity, your spirited enthusiasm are indispensable and 
nurturning influences in their lives when you are a Sunday 
School teacher. 
 
 A trio team of teachers works with each age level 
so that there are Sundays off and personal schedules can 
be accommodated within the team.  The curriculum is 
based on the lectionary which is used in worship, so that 
the lessons are reinforced and made doubly meaningful.  
The curriculum contains more activity and crafts ideas 
than can be used.  Most of it is lots of fun, rewarding, and 
a wonderful way to fulfill one’s promise to nurture and 
love the children in our St. Andrew family. 
 
For your calendar:  Sept. 09, Kick Off for Sunday School 
   9:30 a.m., Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
      Sept. 16, First day of Sunday School 
The children need your love.  You will likely learn more 
than you teach.  Choose the age level you prefer.  Sign-up 
on the Clipboard or the Ministry Dept. Task Force. 
 
Information:  Suzanne Woodruff — 425-255-5087 
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Ed & Susan Baker 
May 1 

 
Doc & Jan Thuline 

May 13 
 

Teresa & Brad Platin 
May 27 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 
 
 

 
 

May 2 Alex Donald 
  Gavin McClure-Coleman 
  Keith Phillips 
May 11 Bryndis Danke 
  Ashley Davis 
May 17 Paul Mitchell 
May 19 Barbara Glasscock 
  Judy Paulsen 
May 22 Molly McAdams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 22 Allison Mitchell 
May 23 Gary Newbury 
  Derek Pearce 
May 24 Norm O’Banyon 
May 25 Mary Schott 
May 26 Brandon Niblock 
  Janice Spoon 
May 28 Norm Summers 
May 30 Kris McClure-Coleman 
May 31 Karen Mullen 
  Ginny Ramsey 
 
 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU! 
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HERE I AM LORD 

Here I am, Lord, is it I Lord?  I have heard you calling in the 
night.  I will go, Lord, if You need me, I will hold Your people in 

my heart.   

By Alma-jean Marion 

GREETINGS DEAR SISTERS & BROTHERS IN CHRIST! 

 I can find many reasons — positive reasons to look 
forward to the month of May.  At the top of the list is the 
warming and drying trend realized in this month.  April is 
usually such a wet and cold “to the bone” type month. 

 Secondly Mother Earth is in bloom, and she is so 
beautiful.  It’s like magic to watch a plant’s petals open right 
before your eyes.  The splendor of the tulip fields and the 
fragrant aroma of fresh flowers, newly cut lawns, the blossoming 
of trees.   

 National Day of Prayer, occurring in the first week of 
May is uplifting and affirming. 

 Among other things that I enjoy is that this is the month 
mothers of the world shine in the spot light as Mother’s Day is 
observed in so many ways.  Here’s something for Moms 
(contributed by Midge Lopez). 

JUST A MOM — A woman, renewing her driver’s license at the 
County Clerk’s Office was asked by the woman recorder to state 
her occupation.  She hesitated, uncertain how to classify herself.  
“What I mean is, “explained the recorder “do you have a job or 
are you just a….?  “Of course I have a job, “snapped the woman.  
“I’m a Mom.” 

 “We don’t list ‘Mom’ as an occupation, ‘housewife’ 
covers it,” said the recorder emphatically.  I forgot all about her 
story until one day I found myself in the same situation, this time 
at our own Town Hall.  The Clerk was obviously a career 
woman, poised, efficient and possessed of a high sounding title 
like “Official Interrogator” or “Town Registrar.”  “What is your 
occupation?” she probed.  What made me say it?  I do not know.  
The words simply popped out, “I’m a Research Associate in the 
field of Child Development and Human Relations.”  The Clerk 
paused, ball-point pen frozen in midair and looked up as though 
she had not heard right. 

St  Andrew Presbyterian Church    
 3604 NE 10th Court    
 Renton, WA  98056    
  (425) 226-5547 

Pastor: Rev. Scott Anderson    
 Parish Associate:  Rev. Rob McClure 

Website:  www.standrewpc.org Email:  
standrewpc@aol.com   

 I repeated the title slowly emphasizing the 
most significant words.  Then I stared with wonder as my 
pronouncement was written in bold, black ink on the 
official questionnaire.  “Might I ask,” said the clerk with 
new interest, “just what do you do in your field?”  Coolly, 
without any trace of fluster in my voice, I heard myself 
reply, “I have a continuing program of research, (what 
mother doesn’t) in the laboratory and in the field, 
(normally I would have said indoors and out).  I’m 
working for my Masters, (first the Lord and then the whole 
family) and already have four credits (all daughters).  Of 
course, the job is one of the most demanding in the 
humanities, (any mother care to disagree?) and I often 
work 14 hours a day, (24 is more like it).  But the job is 
more challenging than most run-of-the-mill careers and 
the rewards are more of a satisfaction rather than just 
money.” 

 There was an increasing note of respect in the 
clerk’s voice as she completed the form, stood up and 
personally ushered me to the door.  As I drove into our 
driveway, buoyed up by my glamorous new career, I was 
greeted by my lab assistants — ages 13, 7, and 3.  Upstairs 
I could hear our new experimental model (a 6-month old 
baby) in the child development program, testing out a 
new vocal pattern.  I felt I had scored a beat on 
bureaucracy!  And I had gone on the official records as 
someone more distinguished and indispensable to 
mankind than “just another Mom.”  Motherhood! 

 What a glorious career!  Especially when there’s a 
title on the door.  Does this make grandmothers “Senior 
Research Associates in the field of Child Development 
and Human Relations” and great grandmothers “Executive 
Senior Research Associates”?  I think so!  I also think it 
makes Aunts “Associate Research Assistants. 

 HAPPY MOTHERS DAY TO ALL! 
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St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church 
through God’s grace, 
is a loving, accepting, 
inclusive congregation 
serving others 
and fostering spiritual 
and personal growth 
for all ages. 
We rejoice in God’s 
presence and in the 
abundant gifts we are  
given.  We strive to be 
ambitious disciples 
of Christ 
and to provide 
a safe supportive haven 
to all.                              


